
Genesis 

Genesis (Greek: beginning) is about the origin and purpose of our world, man, sin, family life, society and the nations. The biggest part is about the patriarchs of Israel.1  

(( globe)


Exodus 

Exodus tells about Israel leaving Egypt; the leading role is played by Moses. God has introduced himself to Moses in the burning bush.

Israel’s passage through the Red Sea becomes a founding experience for that nation, for it means their liberation from slavery.

In the desert they receive the 10 commandments, clarifying the relationship between themselves and towards God.2  (( pyramids and sand, arrow showing away)



“Leviticus”

“Leviticus” is derived from “Levi”, the Levites were the temple servants and had ensured that the people were observant of God’s rules. The most important one is obviously: you shall love god and your neighbour as yourself.3  (( introduction of constitution)



“Numbers”

Because it starts with the counting of the Israelites, the 4th book of Moses is called “Numbers”. It tells about the journey through the desert. The important piece is when God blesses his people, the blessing is a symbol of God’s constant presence.4   (( Irish blessing card)



Deuteronomy 

Deuteronomy describes the story of Israel, going 40 years through the desert before they are allowed to enter the land where “milk and honey” flows.

The story of the Golden Calf and the people disobeying the 10 commandments forms a central part.  5   (( Golden Calve)  


Joshua 

Joshua continues Moses’ work, he leads Israel into the Promised Land and conquers Jericho in an unusual way…6  (( trumpet)


Judges

Later, several judges who ruled the nation Israel. The best known of them is Gideon.7   (( scales)


Ruth 

Ruth follows her mother in law to Israel after her husband has died. She carries a “suitcase full of questions”: will I find work? How to get money? I am a foreigner here, will I be treated fairly? In that insecure situation she always trusts God and finally she settles in very well, is blessed by God.8  (( suitcase, question marks)


1st Samuel 

1st Samuel speaks about Israel’s choice to have a king – although their last judge, Samuel, warns that a king would oppress them and is against God’s will for his nation. Nevertheless, Saul becomes their first king. But in his shadow, David becomes famous when he joins Israel’s war against the Philistines and beats Goliath.9   (( 5 stones and sling)


2nd Samuel 

The 2nd book of Samuel is about David’ rise from an ordinary shepherd to the greatest king of Israel. He not only enlarged Israel to become an important nation but he also became the leader God had promised to be “after his own heart”.10  (( staircase)


1st Kings 

1st Kings tells about the kings after David, especially his son Solomon, who was famous for his wisdom; in his time he has also built the temple in Jerusalem, still center of Jewish worship.11  (( crown)


2nd Kings 

The stories of the later kings, described in the 2nd book of Kings, is shaped by many kings turning away from God and Israel breaking in two nations. God sends prophets, Elijah and Elisa, who were led the nation back to him.12  (( ripped map of Israel)


1st Chronicles

The two books of Chronicles are further accounts of the times of Samuel and the kings. 1st Chronicles describes the origins of God’s nation in a precise manner and contains many genealogies.13  (( family tree)


2nd Chronicles 

After frequently turning away from God, 2nd Chronicles also describes how the Israelites are carried off to exile in Babylon. Years later they can return and some come back to Israel. But will they really feel at home there again?14  (( picture of refugees)


Ezra 

Ezra returns to Jerusalem with some of the Jews from captivity in Babylon. There they rebuild the temple of God. Ezra finally reintroduces social and religious laws that help the nation live together and keep them on the right path with God.15  (( stones, some built to a wall)


Nehemiah 

Nehemiah leads more Israelites back into the land of their ancestors where they worked with Ezra. The book of Nehemiah describes the rebuilding of the protecting wall around Jerusalem, the motivation for doing that and the conflicts among the people. At last Nehemiah convinces Israel to renew their covenant with God.16   (( ring)


Esther

The Babylonian king looks for a wife. He meets the Jewish woman Esther who is so beautiful that he marries her. In her new position and due to her courage Esther is able to help her people who are still in Babylon.17   (( mirror, rouge)
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