
Isaiah

The Prophet Isaiah lived in the dark times of civil war between Israel and Judah, where God was often ignored by the Jews. Isaiah told the nation not just about the punishment that the Lord planned for them, but also spoke about the coming rescue by God’s son, the Messiah. He described exactly how the Messiah will suffer but finally rescue all who have faith in God. 23  (( sheep)


Jeremiah 

Jeremiah was very unpopular in his time, poor and even persecuted. Still he continued to pass on what God said to him about the future of Israel.  His message said that it was too late to avoid God’s punishment for their disobedience. They should accept his decision, turn from their sins and God will restore them after a time of suffering. Suffering was just not what anybody wanted to hear about.

Soon, Israel was brought into exile and hardship. God didn’t want them to suffer for him; he just wanted to have a closer relationship to his people…24   (( 2 hands holding each other)


Lamentations

Jeremiah also wrote Lamentations, funeral songs, about the destruction of Jerusalem and the people of Israel being taken prisoner. He recalls graphically this horrible tragedy.25  (( handcuffs)


Ezekiel 

Ezekiel received visions warning the nation that God’s judgment wasn’t finished with just taking them to exile. Some time later Jerusalem was destroyed, God’s punishment was finished and from that time on Ezekiel pointed to the Messiah and the future and so comforts the people.26  (( poem “footsteps in the sand)


Daniel 

Daniel was a Jew who had been appointed as a “super minister” over the Babylonians while still in captivity. He fully trusted in God and was able to do amazing things, which made important people jealous of him. But he survived  their deadly plan, as described in his most famous story, when he was fed to the lions.27  (( lion)


Hosea

God suffered from Israel’s unfaithfulness, they had done nearly everything wrong that they could have done wrong, they have turned from the Lord to other gods. His prophet Hosea compared the relationship between God and Israel with his own relationship to his wife. After the marriage and the birth of children she turned to other men, but finally she repented of her behavior and received forgiveness and restoration. 

This is what God wanted to do when his people repented their unfaithfulness and their mistakes.28  (( red corrected school test)


Joel 

Joel lived in times of severe natural disasters and plagues. He asked the Israelites to return to God, warning that the “day of the judgment” will be a horrific day for those who refuse, much worse than the current catastrophes. However, it will be a great day of joy for those who are with God, so each one should turn from their sin and to the Lord and he will pour out his blessings once again.29  (( picture of nature catastrophe)


Amos

The prophet Amos preached against moral decline in his society. He accused the Israelites of social injustice, the rich oppressing the poor and corruption among the rulers of the country. Still, he expressed his hope that the people will change their destructive lifestyle and turn to God.30  (( pictures of castle<->hungry child)


Obadiah 

Obadiah indicted the people of Edom for plundering Jerusalem. Actually they should have helped Israel for they were related to them, but they failed to realize that their survival depended upon their humility before God. He combined this criticism of them with the announcement of God’s judgment, a day of joy for the Lord’s people, but of grief for those who are not with him.31 (( judges hammer)


Jonah

If you were given an assignment to preach the gospel to a band of convicted killers, would you do it? And what if you even told them that their town would be destroyed because of their sin? 

So now you can understand why Jonah ran away from doing it? But God’s plans are higher than ours and so Jonah’s mission didn’t end in a boat on the sea, neither did it end in a fish’s tummy. He finally dared to go and preach, and suddenly his audience understood God’s will for them; God didn’t destroy the town.32  (( fish)


Micah

Can a loving God hate sin? According to the prophet Micah, God most certainly could – and did. Micah denounced the corruption, oppression and arrogance of the people, even of the priests and leaders. He makes clear that they do have to justify their actions at some stage before God. But he shows also that God’s love never dies.    33  (( verse 6;8 “the Lord has already told you what is good…”)


Nahum 

Nahum lived at the same time as Jeremiah: he saw how his people were oppressed by the ruling Assyrians. These tyrants were defeated in the battle for  their capital Nineveh by the Babylonians; finally justice enters and Nahum thanks God for that in this book.34  (( picture of Lady Justice)  


Habakkuk

Soon after that the Babylonians suppress the Israelites. The prophet Habakkuk was concerned about two things: why God allowed the people of Judah to sin and how he could use a sinful nation such as Babylon to punish them. But speaking directly to the Lord he gets the answer that finally they will be set free.35           (( rope, bound but cut)


Zephaniah 

Zephaniah warned Israel that they didn’t take God seriously enough. They had become complacent and if they continued like that, the Judgment Day would be a day of darkness and gloom for them. Just some would remain with God; but they would be like a new seed for him.36  (( handful of seeds)


Haggai 

Haggai preached to the Jews after many had returned from exile back to Judah. Most of the destroyed houses had been rebuilt, but the project of restoring the temple had been abandoned after just a part of the work had been done. So he urged them, with his colleague Zechariah to rebuild it.  37  (( trowel)


Zechariah 

Zechariah helped Haggai in campaigning for the rebuilding of the temple but he was also a prophet who had visions of the last days, he mentioned a great “shepherd”, the Messiah, who would come to reign over a kingdom of peace and harmony. So some of his prophecies are today used around the time of Advent.

Zechariah describes the age to come, when God will transform Israel into a truly holy nation and all the world will come to worship God in Jerusalem. He saw the reconstruction of the temple as the dawn of this era. 38 (( matchsticks + candle)


Malachi 

Malachi means “my messenger” and he tried to make Israel aware of their insincerity towards God. He lived long after they had come back from exile in Babylon and everything seemed to be alright, but in fact the people and even the priests didn’t care about God. So Malachi warned them of their disobedience but also promised them great blessings if they tried to seek God.39  (( lyrics “you have to serve somebody” by Bob Dylan)
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