
Genesis 

Genesis (Greek: beginning) is about the origin and purpose of our world, man, sin, family life, society and the nations. The biggest part is about the patriarchs of Israel.1  (( globe)


Exodus 

Exodus tells about Israel leaving Egypt; the leading role is played by Moses. God has introduced himself to Moses in the burning bush.

Israel’s passage through the Red Sea becomes a founding experience for that nation, for it means their liberation from slavery.

In the desert they receive the 10 commandments, clarifying the relationship between themselves and towards God.2  (( pyramids and sand, arrow showing away)



“Leviticus”

“Leviticus” is derived from “Levi”, the Levites were the temple servants and had ensured that the people were observant of God’s rules. The most important one is obviously: you shall love god and your neighbour as yourself.3  (( introduction of constitution)



“Numbers”

Because it starts with the counting of the Israelites, the 4th book of Moses is called “Numbers”. It tells about the journey through the desert. The important piece is when God blesses his people, the blessing is a symbol of God’s constant presence.4   (( Irish blessing card)



Deuteronomy 

Deuteronomy describes the story of Israel, going 40 years through the desert before they are allowed to enter the land where “milk and honey” flows.

The story of the Golden Calf and the people disobeying the 10 commandments forms a central part.  5   (( Golden Calve)  


Joshua 

Joshua continues Moses’ work, he leads Israel into the Promised Land and conquers Jericho in an unusual way…6  (( trumpet)


Judges

Later, several judges who ruled the nation Israel. The best known of them is Gideon.7   (( scales)


Ruth 

Ruth follows her mother in law to Israel after her husband has died. She carries a “suitcase full of questions”: will I find work? How to get money? I am a foreigner here, will I be treated fairly? In that insecure situation she always trusts God and finally she settles in very well, is blessed by God.8  (( suitcase, question marks)


1st Samuel 

1st Samuel speaks about Israel’s choice to have a king – although their last judge, Samuel, warns that a king would oppress them and is against God’s will for his nation. Nevertheless, Saul becomes their first king. But in his shadow, David becomes famous when he joins Israel’s war against the Philistines and beats Goliath.9   (( 5 stones and sling)


2nd Samuel 

The 2nd book of Samuel is about David’ rise from an ordinary shepherd to the greatest king of Israel. He not only enlarged Israel to become an important nation but he also became the leader God had promised to be “after his own heart”.10  (( staircase)


1st Kings 

1st Kings tells about the kings after David, especially his son Solomon, who was famous for his wisdom; in his time he has also built the temple in Jerusalem, still center of Jewish worship.11  (( crown)


2nd Kings 

The stories of the later kings, described in the 2nd book of Kings, is shaped by many kings turning away from God and Israel breaking in two nations. God sends prophets, Elijah and Elisa, who were led the nation back to him.12  (( ripped map of Israel)


1st Chronicles

The two books of Chronicles are further accounts of the times of Samuel and the kings. 1st Chronicles describes the origins of God’s nation in a precise manner and contains many genealogies.13  (( family tree)


2nd Chronicles 

After frequently turning away from God, 2nd Chronicles also describes how the Israelites are carried off to exile in Babylon. Years later they can return and some come back to Israel. But will they really feel at home there again?14  (( picture of refugees)


Ezra 

Ezra returns to Jerusalem with some of the Jews from captivity in Babylon. There they rebuild the temple of God. Ezra finally reintroduces social and religious laws that help the nation live together and keep them on the right path with God.15  (( stones, some built to a wall)


Nehemiah 

Nehemiah leads more Israelites back into the land of their ancestors where they worked with Ezra. The book of Nehemiah describes the rebuilding of the protecting wall around Jerusalem, the motivation for doing that and the conflicts among the people. At last Nehemiah convinces Israel to renew their covenant with God.16   (( ring)


Esther

The Babylonian king looks for a wife. He meets the Jewish woman Esther who is so beautiful that he marries her. In her new position and due to her courage Esther is able to help her people who are still in Babylon.17   (( mirror, rouge)


Job 

Job suffers sickness, the death of his sons, the loss of his wealth, and begins to doubt God’s good intentions in his life. “Why me? Why this injustice? What shall I do because God has taken everything I loved?” These are the questions he is dominated by, and even his friends cannot really help him.

Finally he understands God, who restores his wealth.18  (( tablets, painted TicTacs)


Psalms

The Psalms are a collection of songs and prayers, often very emotional. The Israelites used them to speak with God. Anger, fear, frustration as well as happiness, joy and love are some of the emotions that are expressed in these poems.19  (( whistle)


Proverbs

Solomon’s Proverbs are wise sayings and advice for everyday situations. They contain topics such as wisdom, patience, marriage and adultery, parenting, social justice, diligence and money. Respect for the Lord is the foundation of these sayings, of true wisdom.20  (( owl)


Ecclesiastes

In Ecclesiastes is a collection of some of Solomon’s finest wisdom. He found out that all experiences apart from God, such as wealth, wisdom, popularity, end in disappointment. 

Best known from this book is Solomon’s words about a time for everything:

“There is time for everything, 


A season for every activity under heaven.

A time to be born and a time to die.


A time to plant and a time to harvest. […]

A time to cry and a time to laugh.

 
A time to grieve and a time to dance. […]

A time to love and a time to hate.


A time for war and a time for peace.





(Eccl. 3/1-4,8)21

(( pictures to these verses)


Song of songs

The poetic verses in the Song of Songs describe a young couple’s desire for one another, the struggles they overcome, the tender feelings that love awakens in them, and the joy they find in being together. Many people believe this poem should also be understood as an illustration of God’s love for the church.22       (( rose) 


Isaiah

The Prophet Isaiah lived in the dark times of civil war between Israel and Judah, where God was often ignored by the Jews. Isaiah told the nation not just about the punishment that the Lord planned for them, but also spoke about the coming rescue by God’s son, the Messiah. He described exactly how the Messiah will suffer but finally rescue all who have faith in God. 23  (( sheep)


Jeremiah 

Jeremiah was very unpopular in his time, poor and even persecuted. Still he continued to pass on what God said to him about the future of Israel.  His message said that it was too late to avoid God’s punishment for their disobedience. They should accept his decision, turn from their sins and God will restore them after a time of suffering. Suffering was just not what anybody wanted to hear about.

Soon, Israel was brought into exile and hardship. God didn’t want them to suffer for him; he just wanted to have a closer relationship to his people…24   (( 2 hands holding each other)


Lamentations

Jeremiah also wrote Lamentations, funeral songs, about the destruction of Jerusalem and the people of Israel being taken prisoner. He recalls graphically this horrible tragedy.25  (( handcuffs)


Ezekiel 

Ezekiel received visions warning the nation that God’s judgment wasn’t finished with just taking them to exile. Some time later Jerusalem was destroyed, God’s punishment was finished and from that time on Ezekiel pointed to the Messiah and the future and so comforts the people.26  (( poem “footsteps in the sand)


Daniel 

Daniel was a Jew who had been appointed as a “super minister” over the Babylonians while still in captivity. He fully trusted in God and was able to do amazing things, which made important people jealous of him. But he survived  their deadly plan, as described in his most famous story, when he was fed to the lions.27  (( lion)


Hosea

God suffered from Israel’s unfaithfulness, they had done nearly everything wrong that they could have done wrong, they have turned from the Lord to other gods. His prophet Hosea compared the relationship between God and Israel with his own relationship to his wife. After the marriage and the birth of children she turned to other men, but finally she repented of her behavior and received forgiveness and restoration. 

This is what God wanted to do when his people repented their unfaithfulness and their mistakes.28  (( red corrected school test)


Joel 

Joel lived in times of severe natural disasters and plagues. He asked the Israelites to return to God, warning that the “day of the judgment” will be a horrific day for those who refuse, much worse than the current catastrophes. However, it will be a great day of joy for those who are with God, so each one should turn from their sin and to the Lord and he will pour out his blessings once again.29  (( picture of nature catastrophe)


Amos

The prophet Amos preached against moral decline in his society. He accused the Israelites of social injustice, the rich oppressing the poor and corruption among the rulers of the country. Still, he expressed his hope that the people will change their destructive lifestyle and turn to God.30  (( pictures of castle<->hungry child)


Obadiah 

Obadiah indicted the people of Edom for plundering Jerusalem. Actually they should have helped Israel for they were related to them, but they failed to realize that their survival depended upon their humility before God. He combined this criticism of them with the announcement of God’s judgment, a day of joy for the Lord’s people, but of grief for those who are not with him.31 (( judges hammer)


Jonah

If you were given an assignment to preach the gospel to a band of convicted killers, would you do it? And what if you even told them that their town would be destroyed because of their sin? 

So now you can understand why Jonah ran away from doing it? But God’s plans are higher than ours and so Jonah’s mission didn’t end in a boat on the sea, neither did it end in a fish’s tummy. He finally dared to go and preach, and suddenly his audience understood God’s will for them; God didn’t destroy the town.32  (( fish)


Micah

Can a loving God hate sin? According to the prophet Micah, God most certainly could – and did. Micah denounced the corruption, oppression and arrogance of the people, even of the priests and leaders. He makes clear that they do have to justify their actions at some stage before God. But he shows also that God’s love never dies.    33  (( verse 6;8 “the Lord has already told you what is good…”)


Nahum 

Nahum lived at the same time as Jeremiah: he saw how his people were oppressed by the ruling Assyrians. These tyrants were defeated in the battle for  their capital Nineveh by the Babylonians; finally justice enters and Nahum thanks God for that in this book.34  (( picture of Lady Justice)  


Habakkuk

Soon after that the Babylonians suppress the Israelites. The prophet Habakkuk was concerned about two things: why God allowed the people of Judah to sin and how he could use a sinful nation such as Babylon to punish them. But speaking directly to the Lord he gets the answer that finally they will be set free.35           (( rope, bound but cut)


Zephaniah 

Zephaniah warned Israel that they didn’t take God seriously enough. They had become complacent and if they continued like that, the Judgment Day would be a day of darkness and gloom for them. Just some would remain with God; but they would be like a new seed for him.36  (( handful of seeds)


Haggai 

Haggai preached to the Jews after many had returned from exile back to Judah. Most of the destroyed houses had been rebuilt, but the project of restoring the temple had been abandoned after just a part of the work had been done. So he urged them, with his colleague Zechariah to rebuild it.  37  (( trowel)


Zechariah 

Zechariah helped Haggai in campaigning for the rebuilding of the temple but he was also a prophet who had visions of the last days, he mentioned a great “shepherd”, the Messiah, who would come to reign over a kingdom of peace and harmony. So some of his prophecies are today used around the time of Advent.

Zechariah describes the age to come, when God will transform Israel into a truly holy nation and all the world will come to worship God in Jerusalem. He saw the reconstruction of the temple as the dawn of this era. 38 (( matchsticks + candle)


Malachi 

Malachi means “my messenger” and he tried to make Israel aware of their insincerity towards God. He lived long after they had come back from exile in Babylon and everything seemed to be alright, but in fact the people and even the priests didn’t care about God. So Malachi warned them of their disobedience but also promised them great blessings if they tried to seek God.39  (( lyrics “you have to serve somebody” by Bob Dylan)


Matthew

The birth of Jesus of Nazareth commenced the long-awaited new kingdom on earth – the Kingdom of Heaven. Matthew recorded the teachings and actions of Jesus, the Messiah, the miracles that Jesus did as well as his death on the cross and subsequent resurrection. He wrote primarily for Jews so it was very important for him to give evidence that Jesus was the promised Messiah by referring to the Old Testament scriptures.40  (( scroll)


Mark

Unlike Matthew, Mark wrote primarily for Non-Israelites, he included everyone to be loved by God. He described in the “Good News” that Jesus was someone who absolutely obeyed God as well as someone who served men, from washing other people’s feet to performing miracles. After Jesus’ resurrection Mark stressed that the Gospel is for each and everyone, and that it is our responsibility to preach it in all the world.41  (( world map)


Luke

Luke composed his Gospel from several eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life, so he gives a very wide view of Jesus’ servant hood and preaching. Neither Luke nor Theophilus, for whom he wrote the Gospel, were Jews, so Jewish customs were described so that everyone could understand the cultural and religious background. Luke’s description of Jesus’ birth is the best known.  42 (( Christmas card)


John

John writes from a different perspective, his goal is “that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life”(20; 31). So John was less concerned with an account of Jesus’ life rather what it said about him. Therefore he didn’t mention Jesus’ birth but began his book with an overview of the creation of the world. He especially mentioned Jesus speaking at the last supper, and focusing on Jesus as the heavenly king everyone can trust in.43  (( bread and cup)


Acts

After Jesus’ Ascension the disciples didn’t return to their old lifestyle and after just 10 days they received the Holy Spirit. Who gave them the strength to travel the world spreading the Good News. This was the birth of the church. 

The book of Acts describes the life of the first church in Jerusalem and highlights the missions of Peter and Paul, who brought the Gospel to Europe.44 (( old shoes)


Romans

The letter to the church in Rome is the first of Paul’s letters. It is a solid framework for understanding the broad scope of the Gospel.

Paul first makes clear that all human beings have broken God’s holy law and have become separated from him. He also gives a solution – the sacrifice of Jesus Christ which restores them as children of God.45 (( lego brick)


1 Corinthians

The church in Corinth had been founded on Paul’s second missionary journey, when he spread out the Gospel even over the sea. But soon the Christians there struggle with understanding the actual meaning of their faith and how to live after God’s will. Paul tries with this letter to help them, he explains many topics they have questions about, such as marriage, the Last Supper, disorderly conduct during meetings, describing Jesus as the ultimate solution for their problems.    46  (( picture of sailing ship)


2 Corinthians

The second letter to the Corinthians is the most personal of Paul, unfolding his role and passion for the work as an apostle. Thereby he wants to keep the church in Corinth from believing in false teachers who claimed that he just worked for his own success. Beyond he wants to encourage them to follow his example of serving Christ. 47  (( diary)


Galatians

In his letter to the Galatians Paul aims to show the church there that we are free as Christians and not dependent any more on old Jewish rules. There is a rule they should care about: loving God and supporting each other, carrying each others burden.48  (( picture of child carrying smaller child)


Ephesians

In the church of Ephesus a divergence of Jews and people from other ethnical backgrounds had emerged. With this letter Paul wants to appeal unity among the church, God wants Christians to work together, no matter which differences seem to be between them.49  (( sticky tape) 


Philippians

Paul’s greeting to the Philippians is an amazing evidence of the joy that God’s presence brings into our lives. Although Paul was imprisoned because of his missionary activity while he wrote this letter it is full of joy and encouragement for his church.50  (( picture of laughing person + verse 4;4 “always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again – rejoice.”)


Colossians

Paul warns the Colossians to stay with Christ and not to turn from his salvation. He clearly describes Jesus as God’s unique son and the head of the church, he is perfect and in him all believers are united.51  (( puzzle) 


1 Thessalonians

The church in Thessalonica was quite new and so Paul tried in this letter to help them over difficulties that they may have to face. He gives them advice, describes personal experiences and by that encourages them. He also stresses that they should always be aware that the Day of the Lord will come; unexpected for those who don’t search for God but they as Christians shall live in constant hope for this time.52  (( alarm-clock)


2 Thessalonians

In his second letter to the Thessalonians Paul tries to clear misunderstandings that had partly emerged from his first letter. He also stresses the importance of prayer, asking the church, who he sees as a source of joy for him, to pray for himself, Silas and Timothy.53  (( picture/sculpture of praying hands)


1 Timothy

Timothy has learned a lot from Paul while joining him on parts of the missionary journeys. But still: being a minister on your own is challenging and so Paul encourages and advises Timothy in his first letter to him to continue his work.54

(( picture of two guys talking together)


2 Timothy

It isn’t always easy to work for God, Paul and Timothy had to get go know how difficult it can be, especially when you are persecuted for your faith. Friendship is crucial in times when you just want to give up. Paul was such a friend for Timothy and in his second letter to him he tries to encourage the young evangelist.

Shortly after that Paul was executed. 55  (( friendship ribbon)


Titus

Wherever people live together, problems and arguments among them turn up. Therefore it is very important that those who lead a church have the right understanding for their role and give with their lives a good example. This is an important message in Paul’s letter to the minister Titus who served on Crete. 56

(( picture of church leader)


Philemon

In his letter to Philemon, Paul asks him to be merciful to one of his slaves who had run away. He knows that forgiveness can help healing when someone has been hurt by another person as balm can.    57  (( salve/balm)


Hebrews 

The Hebrews weren’t sure any more which advantages the new covenant in Jesus Christ had, so in the letter to them the author tries to describe that Jesus offers a better choice than the covenant between Moses and God ever could offer: real salvation.58  (( pictures describing Jesus as link between God and man)


James

James tells in his letter that Christianity shall be lived in our everyday life, and not just been listened to.59  (( headset)


1 Peter

Peter wants to strengthen and advice Christians with his first letter, so the letter was given from one church to the next in Asia Minor. He makes clear that we can throw all our concerns when we suffer upon God for he cares for us.60 (( ball + verse 5;7)


2 Peter

Peter stresses in his second letter that God’s prophecies are more than just fairy tales, some of them have already been realized, others will as well. For God is beginning and end, Alpha and Omega of everything.61 (( Alpha, Omega and wooden cross)


1 John

God is life, light and true love. Therefore Christians shall live according to God’s commandments and deal lovingly with others. John also wants in his first letter to pass on the love and joy in God, to strengthen faith in him and to make hope on eternal life.  62  (( verse “and this is what God has testified: he has given us eternal life and this life is in his Son. So whoever has God’s Son has life” on an ongoing ribbon of paper)


2 John

The second letter of John is about the importance of taking God’s commandments serious, they are not meant as restrictions but to give us orientation. The letter is very short for John wanted to say to the church everything else.63  (( heart)


3 John

In his third letter, which the apostle John wrote to his friend Gaius, he speaks about hospitality that we shall show to others.64  (( open door, picture of group around table)


Jude

Jude warns in his letter of people who teach false doctrines calling upon us to be careful and critical. And he describes God as the true light who will reveal all fake.65  (( lighter)


Revelations

How shall Christians live their faith in spite of persecution? Through hope.

And by the knowledge that – despite all the trouble in the world – God finally wins. In the book of Revelations, John describes in graphic visions and symbols how God fights against Satan. On the Judgment Day those who love the Lord will be with him, God will live among them. Those who don’t have to go with Satan. 

In the end of the time Jesus will defeat Satan. 

This book gives a great and fitting end to the Bible, God’s story with mankind.66

(( wooden house, picture of battlefield)
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