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OneWordParcours

1. Start / Power Point Presentation: “Well-known phrases from the Bible”  

You are going to welcome the visitors and show them the PowerPoint presentation “Well-known phrases from the Bible. Right afterwards you will invite everyone to explore the procures.

1. In the beginning God created heaven and earth. Genesis 1,1
2. Let there be light. And there was light. Genesis 1,3
3. Two people are better of than one. Ecclesiastes 4,9

4. Blessed are the peacemakers. Matthew 5,9
5. God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Rev. 21,4
6. On six days you may labor, but on the seventh day you must rest. Exodus 34,21
7. He has told you, o man, what is proper. Micah 6,8
8. Man does not live by bread alone. Matthew 4,4
9. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Matthew 27,46

10. For this is the way God loved the world: he gave his one and only son. John 3,16
11. Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near. Matthew 3,2


2. Bible or world

The phrases should be sorted into the categories “From the Bible” or “Not from the Bible” 

BIBLE

For he gives to his beloved sleep - Psalms 127:2

It is more blessed to give than to receive - Acts 20:35

So the last will be first, and the first last - Matthew 20:16 

Do not throw your pearls before swine - Matthew 7:6
He who digs a pit will fall into it - Proverbs 26:27/ Ecclesiastes 10:8
Eye for eye and tooth for tooth - Exodus 21:24/ Leviticus 24:20/ Deuteronomy 19:21
He who is not against us is for us - Mark 9:40

Pride goes before destruction - Proverbs 16:18

Wine unto those that be of heavy hearts - Proverbs 31:6

And when evening came they went out of the city - Mark 11:19

WORLD

Crows everywhere are equally black 

Practice what you preach.

A tree is known by its fruit.

What is done can’t be undone.

Patience is virtue.

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush

Red sky at night, shepherds delight

Circumstances alter cases.

Forget injuries, never forget kindnesses

To know and to act are one and the same.

3. Discover the Bible / 66 bible books

What does the Bible contain? You are going to build a cupboard out of 66 shoe boxes/video boxes, showing the books of the Bible. In each box you will find something relating to that particular book. 

Quiz to the 66 books. Copy the questions for the participants. We may have a prize for the winner.

1. How many books does the Old Testament have? And how many the New? (39 and 27)

2. What does the rose in the “song of songs” stay for? (love)
3. What is another word for “Exodus”? (departure, leaving)
4. Which biblical book is actually a songbook? (Psalms)
5. Which symbol stands for the book of Jonah? (fish, whale)
6. What does “Revelation” mean?

7. How many letters of John are in the Bible? (3)
8. How will Jesus return to earth? (like a thieve in the night)
9. Which book of the New Testament expresses that Christianity is not dependent on Jewish law? (Galatians)
10. Why does one book of the new Testament have a laughing person as a symbol? (Philippians tells about joy)
1. GENESIS

Cc:23

*255,0,0 (-> these are codes for colours that we used through all the 66 books, so 



that the colour in a line under the summary change gradually)

Genesis (Greek: beginning) is about the origin and purpose of our world, man, sin, family life, society and the nations. The biggest part is about the patriarchs of Israel.1  (( globe)

2. Exodus
*255,23,0

Exodus tells about Israel leaving Egypt; the leading role is played by Moses. God has introduced himself to Moses in the burning bush.

Israel’s passage through the Red Sea becomes a founding experience for that nation, for it means their liberation from slavery.

In the desert they receive the 10 commandments, clarifying the relationship between themselves and towards God.2  (( pyramids and sand, arrow showing away)

3. Leviticus

*255,46,0

“Leviticus” is derived from “Levi”, the Levites were the temple servants and had ensured that the people were observant of God’s rules. The most important one is obviously: you shall love god and your neighbour as yourself.3  (( introduction of constitution)

4. Numbers

*255,69,0

Because it starts with the counting of the Israelites, the 4th book of Moses is called “Numbers”. It tells about the journey through the desert. The important piece is when God blesses his people, the blessing is a symbol of God’s constant presence.4   (( Irish blessing card)

5. Deuteronomy

*255,92,0

Deuteronomy describes the story of Israel, going 40 years through the desert before they are allowed to enter the land where “milk and honey” flows.

The story of the Golden Calf and the people disobeying the 10 commandments forms a central part.  5   (( Golden Calve)  

6. Joshua

*255,115,0

Joshua continues Moses’ work, he leads Israel into the Promised Land and conquers Jericho in an unusual way…6  (( trumpet)

7. Judges

*255,138,0

Later, several judges who ruled the nation Israel. The best known of them is Gideon.7   (( scales)

8. Ruth

*255,161,0

Ruth follows her mother in law to Israel after her husband has died. She carries a “suitcase full of questions”: will I find work? How to get money? I am a foreigner here, will I be treated fairly? In that insecure situation she always trusts God and finally she settles in very well, is blessed by God.8  (( suitcase, question marks)

9. 1 Samuel

*255,184,0

1st Samuel speaks about Israel’s choice to have a king – although their last judge, Samuel, warns that a king would oppress them and is against God’s will for his nation. Nevertheless, Saul becomes their first king. But in his shadow, David becomes famous when he joins Israel’s war against the Philistines and beats Goliath.9   (( 5 stones and sling)

10. 2 Samuel

*255,207,0

The 2nd book of Samuel is about David’ rise from an ordinary shepherd to the greatest king of Israel. He not only enlarged Israel to become an important nation but he also became the leader God had promised to be “after his own heart”.10  (( staircase)

11. 1 Kings

*255,230,0

1st Kings tells about the kings after David, especially his son Solomon, who was famous for his wisdom; in his time he has also built the temple in Jerusalem, still center of Jewish worship.11  (( crown)

12. 2 Kings

*255,253,0

The stories of the later kings, described in the 2nd book of Kings, is shaped by many kings turning away from God and Israel breaking in two nations. God sends prophets, Elijah and Elisa, who were led the nation back to him.12  (( ripped map of Israel)

13. 1 Chronicles

*234,255,0

The two books of Chronicles are further accounts of the times of Samuel and the kings. 1st Chronicles describes the origins of God’s nation in a precise manner and contains many genealogies.13  (( family tree)

14. 2 Chronicles

*211,255,0

After frequently turning away from God, 2nd Chronicles also describes how the Israelites are carried off to exile in Babylon. Years later they can return and some come back to Israel. But will they really feel at home there again?14  (( picture of refugees)

15. Ezra

*188,255,0

Ezra returns to Jerusalem with some of the Jews from captivity in Babylon. There they rebuild the temple of God. Ezra finally reintroduces social and religious laws that help the nation live together and keep them on the right path with God.15  (( stones, some built to a wall)

16. Nehemiah

*165,255,0

Nehemiah leads more Israelites back into the land of their ancestors where they worked with Ezra. The book of Nehemiah describes the rebuilding of the protecting wall around Jerusalem, the motivation for doing that and the conflicts among the people. At last Nehemiah convinces Israel to renew their covenant with God.16   (( ring)

17. Ester

*142,255,0

The Babylonian king looks for a wife. He meets the Jewish woman Esther who is so beautiful that he marries her. In her new position and due to her courage Esther is able to help her people who are still in Babylon.17   (( mirror, rouge)

18. Job

*119,255,0

Job suffers sickness, the death of his sons, the loss of his wealth, and begins to doubt God’s good intentions in his life. “Why me? Why this injustice? What shall I do because God has taken everything I loved?” These are the questions he is dominated by, and even his friends cannot really help him.

Finally he understands God, who restores his wealth.18  (( tablets, painted TicTacs)

19. Psalms

*96,255,0

The Psalms are a collection of songs and prayers, often very emotional. The Israelites used them to speak with God. Anger, fear, frustration as well as happiness, joy and love are some of the emotions that are expressed in these poems.19  (( whistle)

20. Proverbs

*73,255,0

Solomon’s Proverbs are wise sayings and advice for everyday situations. They contain topics such as wisdom, patience, marriage and adultery, parenting, social justice, diligence and money. Respect for the Lord is the foundation of these sayings, of true wisdom.20  (( owl)

21. Ecclesiastes

*50,255,0

In Ecclesiastes is a collection of some of Solomon’s finest wisdom. He found out that all experiences apart from God, such as wealth, wisdom, popularity, end in disappointment. 

Best known from this book is Solomon’s words about a time for everything:

“There is time for everything, 


A season for every activity under heaven.

A time to be born and a time to die.


A time to plant and a time to harvest. […]

A time to cry and a time to laugh.

 
A time to grieve and a time to dance. […]

A time to love and a time to hate.


A time for war and a time for peace.





(Eccl. 3/1-4,8)21

(( pictures to these verses)

22. Song of songs

*27,255,0

The poetic verses in the Song of Songs describe a young couple’s desire for one another, the struggles they overcome, the tender feelings that love awakens in them, and the joy they find in being together. Many people believe this poem should also be understood as an illustration of God’s love for the church.22       (( rose) 

23. Isaiah

*4,255,0

The Prophet Isaiah lived in the dark times of civil war between Israel and Judah, where God was often ignored by the Jews. Isaiah told the nation not just about the punishment that the Lord planned for them, but also spoke about the coming rescue by God’s son, the Messiah. He described exactly how the Messiah will suffer but finally rescue all who have faith in God. 23  (( sheep)

24. Jeremiah

*0,255,19

Jeremiah was very unpopular in his time, poor and even persecuted. Still he continued to pass on what God said to him about the future of Israel.  His message said that it was too late to avoid God’s punishment for their disobedience. They should accept his decision, turn from their sins and God will restore them after a time of suffering. Suffering was just not what anybody wanted to hear about.

Soon, Israel was brought into exile and hardship. God didn’t want them to suffer for him; he just wanted to have a closer relationship to his people…24   (( 2 hands holding each other)

25. Lamentations

*0,255,42

Jeremiah also wrote Lamentations, funeral songs, about the destruction of Jerusalem and the people of Israel being taken prisoner. He recalls graphically this horrible tragedy.25  (( handcuffs)

26. Ezekiel

*0,255,65

Ezekiel received visions warning the nation that God’s judgment wasn’t finished with just taking them to exile. Some time later Jerusalem was destroyed, God’s punishment was finished and from that time on Ezekiel pointed to the Messiah and the future and so comforts the people.26  (( poem “footsteps in the sand)

27. Daniel

*0,255,88

Daniel was a Jew who had been appointed as a “super minister” over the Babylonians while still in captivity. He fully trusted in God and was able to do amazing things, which made important people jealous of him. But he survived  their deadly plan, as described in his most famous story, when he was fed to the lions.27  (( lion)

28. Hosea

*0,255,111

God suffered from Israel’s unfaithfulness, they had done nearly everything wrong that they could have done wrong, they have turned from the Lord to other gods. His prophet Hosea compared the relationship between God and Israel with his own relationship to his wife. After the marriage and the birth of children she turned to other men, but finally she repented of her behavior and received forgiveness and restoration. 

This is what God wanted to do when his people repented their unfaithfulness and their mistakes.28  (( red corrected school test)

29. Joel

*0,255,134

Joel lived in times of severe natural disasters and plagues. He asked the Israelites to return to God, warning that the “day of the judgment” will be a horrific day for those who refuse, much worse than the current catastrophes. However, it will be a great day of joy for those who are with God, so each one should turn from their sin and to the Lord and he will pour out his blessings once again.29  (( picture of nature catastrophe)

30. Amos

*0,255,157

The prophet Amos preached against moral decline in his society. He accused the Israelites of social injustice, the rich oppressing the poor and corruption among the rulers of the country. Still, he expressed his hope that the people will change their destructive lifestyle and turn to God.30  (( pictures of castle<->hungry child)

31. Obadiah

*0,255,180

Obadiah indicted the people of Edom for plundering Jerusalem. Actually they should have helped Israel for they were related to them, but they failed to realize that their survival depended upon their humility before God. He combined this criticism of them with the announcement of God’s judgment, a day of joy for the Lord’s people, but of grief for those who are not with him.31 (( judges hammer)

32. Jonah

*0,255,203

If you were given an assignment to preach the gospel to a band of convicted killers, would you do it? And what if you even told them that their town would be destroyed because of their sin? 

So now you can understand why Jonah ran away from doing it? But God’s plans are higher than ours and so Jonah’s mission didn’t end in a boat on the sea, neither did it end in a fish’s tummy. He finally dared to go and preach, and suddenly his audience understood God’s will for them; God didn’t destroy the town.32  (( fish)

33. Micah

*0,255,226

Can a loving God hate sin? According to the prophet Micah, God most certainly could – and did. Micah denounced the corruption, oppression and arrogance of the people, even of the priests and leaders. He makes clear that they do have to justify their actions at some stage before God. But he shows also that God’s love never dies.    33  (( verse 6;8 “the Lord has already told you what is good…”)

34. Nahum
*0,255,249

Nahum lived at the same time as Jeremiah: he saw how his people were oppressed by the ruling Assyrians. These tyrants were defeated in the battle for  their capital Nineveh by the Babylonians; finally justice enters and Nahum thanks God for that in this book.34  (( picture of Lady Justice)  

35. Habakkuk

*0,238,255

Soon after that the Babylonians suppress the Israelites. The prophet Habakkuk was concerned about two things: why God allowed the people of Judah to sin and how he could use a sinful nation such as Babylon to punish them. But speaking directly to the Lord he gets the answer that finally they will be set free.35           (( rope, bound but cut)

36. Zephaniah

*0,215,255

Zephaniah warned Israel that they didn’t take God seriously enough. They had become complacent and if they continued like that, the Judgment Day would be a day of darkness and gloom for them. Just some would remain with God; but they would be like a new seed for him.36  (( handful of seeds)

37. Haggai

*0,192,255

Haggai preached to the Jews after many had returned from exile back to Judah. Most of the destroyed houses had been rebuilt, but the project of restoring the temple had been abandoned after just a part of the work had been done. So he urged them, with his colleague Zechariah to rebuild it.  37  (( trowel)

38. Zechariah

*0,169,255

Zechariah helped Haggai in campaigning for the rebuilding of the temple but he was also a prophet who had visions of the last days, he mentioned a great “shepherd”, the Messiah, who would come to reign over a kingdom of peace and harmony. So some of his prophecies are today used around the time of Advent.

Zechariah describes the age to come, when God will transform Israel into a truly holy nation and all the world will come to worship God in Jerusalem. He saw the reconstruction of the temple as the dawn of this era. 38 (( matchsticks + candle)

39. Malachi

*0,146,255

Malachi means “my messenger” and he tried to make Israel aware of their insincerity towards God. He lived long after they had come back from exile in Babylon and everything seemed to be alright, but in fact the people and even the priests didn’t care about God. So Malachi warned them of their disobedience but also promised them great blessings if they tried to seek God.39  (( lyrics “you have to serve somebody” by Bob Dylan)

40. Matthew

*0,123,255

The birth of Jesus of Nazareth commenced the long-awaited new kingdom on earth – the Kingdom of Heaven. Matthew recorded the teachings and actions of Jesus, the Messiah, the miracles that Jesus did as well as his death on the cross and subsequent resurrection. He wrote primarily for Jews so it was very important for him to give evidence that Jesus was the promised Messiah by referring to the Old Testament scriptures.40  (( scroll)

41. Mark

*0,100,255

Unlike Matthew, Mark wrote primarily for Non-Israelites, he included everyone to be loved by God. He described in the “Good News” that Jesus was someone who absolutely obeyed God as well as someone who served men, from washing other people’s feet to performing miracles. After Jesus’ resurrection Mark stressed that the Gospel is for each and everyone, and that it is our responsibility to preach it in all the world.41  (( world map)

42. Luke

*0,77,255

Luke composed his Gospel from several eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life, so he gives a very wide view of Jesus’ servant hood and preaching. Neither Luke nor Theophilus, for whom he wrote the Gospel, were Jews, so Jewish customs were described so that everyone could understand the cultural and religious background. Luke’s description of Jesus’ birth is the best known.  42 (( Christmas card)

43. John

*0,54,255

John writes from a different perspective, his goal is “that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life”(20; 31). So John was less concerned with an account of Jesus’ life rather what it said about him. Therefore he didn’t mention Jesus’ birth but began his book with an overview of the creation of the world. He especially mentioned Jesus speaking at the last supper, and focusing on Jesus as the heavenly king everyone can trust in.43  (( bread and cup)

44. Acts

*0,31,255

After Jesus’ Ascension the disciples didn’t return to their old lifestyle and after just 10 days they received the Holy Spirit. Who gave them the strength to travel the world spreading the Good News. This was the birth of the church. 

The book of Acts describes the life of the first church in Jerusalem and highlights the missions of Peter and Paul, who brought the Gospel to Europe.44 (( old shoes)

45. Romans
*0,8,255

The letter to the church in Rome is the first of Paul’s letters. It is a solid framework for understanding the broad scope of the Gospel.

Paul first makes clear that all human beings have broken God’s holy law and have become separated from him. He also gives a solution – the sacrifice of Jesus Christ which restores them as children of God.45 (( lego brick)

46. 1 Corinthians

*15,0,255

The church in Corinth had been founded on Paul’s second missionary journey, when he spread out the Gospel even over the sea. But soon the Christians there struggle with understanding the actual meaning of their faith and how to live after God’s will. Paul tries with this letter to help them, he explains many topics they have questions about, such as marriage, the Last Supper, disorderly conduct during meetings, describing Jesus as the ultimate solution for their problems.    46  (( picture of sailing ship)

47. 2 Corinthians

*38,0,255

The second letter to the Corinthians is the most personal of Paul, unfolding his role and passion for the work as an apostle. Thereby he wants to keep the church in Corinth from believing in false teachers who claimed that he just worked for his own success. Beyond he wants to encourage them to follow his example of serving Christ. 47  (( diary)

48. Galatians

*61,0,255

In his letter to the Galatians Paul aims to show the church there that we are free as Christians and not dependent any more on old Jewish rules. There is a rule they should care about: loving God and supporting each other, carrying each others burden.48  (( picture of child carrying smaller child)

49. Ephesians

*84,0,255

In the church of Ephesus a divergence of Jews and people from other ethnical backgrounds had emerged. With this letter Paul wants to appeal unity among the church, God wants Christians to work together, no matter which differences seem to be between them.49  (( sticky tape) 

50. Philippians
*107,0,255

Paul’s greeting to the Philippians is an amazing evidence of the joy that God’s presence brings into our lives. Although Paul was imprisoned because of his missionary activity while he wrote this letter it is full of joy and encouragement for his church.50  (( picture of laughing person + verse 4;4 “always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again – rejoice.”)

51. Colossians

*130,0,255

Paul warns the Colossians to stay with Christ and not to turn from his salvation. He clearly describes Jesus as God’s unique son and the head of the church, he is perfect and in him all believers are united.51  (( puzzle) 

52. 1 Thessalonians

*153,0,255

The church in Thessalonica was quite new and so Paul tried in this letter to help them over difficulties that they may have to face. He gives them advice, describes personal experiences and by that encourages them. He also stresses that they should always be aware that the Day of the Lord will come; unexpected for those who don’t search for God but they as Christians shall live in constant hope for this time.52  (( alarm-clock)

53. 2 Thessalonians

*176,0,255

In his second letter to the Thessalonians Paul tries to clear misunderstandings that had partly emerged from his first letter. He also stresses the importance of prayer, asking the church, who he sees as a source of joy for him, to pray for himself, Silas and Timothy.53  (( picture/sculpture of praying hands)

54. 1 Timothy

*199,0,255

Timothy has learned a lot from Paul while joining him on parts of the missionary journeys. But still: being a minister on your own is challenging and so Paul encourages and advises Timothy in his first letter to him to continue his work.54

(( picture of two guys talking together)

55. 2 Timothy

*222,0,255

It isn’t always easy to work for God, Paul and Timothy had to get go know how difficult it can be, especially when you are persecuted for your faith. Friendship is crucial in times when you just want to give up. Paul was such a friend for Timothy and in his second letter to him he tries to encourage the young evangelist.

Shortly after that Paul was executed. 55  (( friendship ribbon)

56. Titus

*245,0,255

Wherever people live together, problems and arguments among them turn up. Therefore it is very important that those who lead a church have the right understanding for their role and give with their lives a good example. This is an important message in Paul’s letter to the minister Titus who served on Crete. 56

(( picture of church leader)

57. Philemon

*255,0,242

In his letter to Philemon, Paul asks him to be merciful to one of his slaves who had run away. He knows that forgiveness can help healing when someone has been hurt by another person as balm can.    57  (( salve/balm)

58. Hebrews

*255,0,229

The Hebrews weren’t sure any more which advantages the new covenant in Jesus Christ had, so in the letter to them the author tries to describe that Jesus offers a better choice than the covenant between Moses and God ever could offer: real salvation.58  (( pictures describing Jesus as link between God and man)

59. James

*255,0,216

James tells in his letter that Christianity shall be lived in our everyday life, and not just been listened to.59  (( headset)

60. 1 Peter

*255,0,203

Peter wants to strengthen and advice Christians with his first letter, so the letter was given from one church to the next in Asia Minor. He makes clear that we can throw all our concerns when we suffer upon God for he cares for us.60 (( ball + verse 5;7)

61. 2 Peter

*255,0,190

Peter stresses in his second letter that God’s prophecies are more than just fairy tales, some of them have already been realized, others will as well. For God is beginning and end, Alpha and Omega of everything.61 (( Alpha, Omega and wooden cross)

62. 1 John

*255,0,177

God is life, light and true love. Therefore Christians shall live according to God’s commandments and deal lovingly with others. John also wants in his first letter to pass on the love and joy in God, to strengthen faith in him and to make hope on eternal life.  62  (( verse “and this is what God has testified: he has given us eternal life and this life is in his Son. So whoever has God’s Son has life” on an ongoing ribbon of paper)

63. 2 John

*255,0,164

The second letter of John is about the importance of taking God’s commandments serious, they are not meant as restrictions but to give us orientation. The letter is very short for John wanted to say to the church everything else.63  (( heart)

64. 3 John

*255,0,151

In his third letter, which the apostle John wrote to his friend Gaius, he speaks about hospitality that we shall show to others.64  (( open door, picture of group around table)

65. Jude

*255,0,138

Jude warns in his letter of people who teach false doctrines calling upon us to be careful and critical. And he describes God as the true light who will reveal all fake.65  (( lighter)

66. Revelations 

*255,0,125

How shall Christians live their faith in spite of persecution? Through hope.

And by the knowledge that – despite all the trouble in the world – God finally wins. In the book of Revelations, John describes in graphic visions and symbols how God fights against Satan. On the Judgment Day those who love the Lord will be with him, God will live among them. Those who don’t have to go with Satan. 

In the end of the time Jesus will defeat Satan. 

This book gives a great and fitting end to the Bible, God’s story with mankind.66

(( wooden house, picture of battlefield)

4. Timeline 
Draw a timeline, beginning somewhere in the past with the creation, creation-story etc. From approx. 1000 a.c. on, try to find concrete dates and happenings and make it ready up to the present.
Slogan: On the wall right over the time-ray stands: “God`s story with the humans“ – “God is searching for you”

>
        
2000

1000

0

1000


2000
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

                  Abraham       
     

      Jesus is born                         


    YOU       
                                                    Saul-David-Salomo               


Martin Luther

5. timeline - Gods story with men 

On a table right next to the timeline there are pictures showing “important” Christ’s in history and presence. Among them there are well-known and even not so well-known Christ’s from your town. On the pictures you will find their names and some short sentences about the person. 

A Crew-Member explains the clew, to put the pictures into the right place on the time-ray, to the visitors. 

Persons:
· Elia 870 v. Chr.
· Jesaja 720 v. Chr.
· Jeremia 620 v. Chr.
· Paulus 40 n. Chr.
· Augustinus 354 n. Chr.
· Franz von Assisi 1182 n. Chr.
· Thomas von Aquin 1274 n. Chr.
· Luther 1483 – 1546 n. Chr.
· George William
· M. L. King
· Billy Graham born 1918 n. Chr.
· D. Bonhoeffer died 1945 n. Chr.
· DC Talk
· Pope Johannes Paul II 
· Frère Roger Schütz
· local priest
· youth worker

· YMCA-secretary / chairman

6. God’s Image / Mirror 

At the end of the time-line there is a mirror, on which you can read: You are god`s valuable being, a really important human in this world. 

Right next to it on a paper it says: “God’s Image”.

God’s Image

 In his image God made man,

But does everyone understand?

Does each person reflect God today,

I look at some, and wonder, do they?

I saw Einstein carrying a sign,

Saying: I am God’s image,

And who would deny?

Who in his intellect couldn’t see,

God’s image and creativity?

I saw a sportsman with the sign,

Saying: I am God’s image,

And it was defined,

In his strength and agility,

God’s image was obvious to me.

I saw Hitler also with a sign,

Saying: God is my image,

With power and force aligned,

He destroyed all he saw as enemies,

Not just a few saw God in he.

Then I saw the Pope with the sign,

Saying: I am God’s image,

A leader representing the divine,

Many his words revere,

In him God’s image is clear.

Yet I saw a businessman with the sign,

Saying: I am God’s image,

But it was silver, and had a blinding shine.

How can God’s image be seen,

When money weighs down everything?

I saw a beggar, his sign scratched in wood,

Saying: I am God’s image,

I hope that he could, and would,

Claim it as truth,

But does he need more proof?

I saw a sick man with a sign as well,

Saying: I am God’s image,

But who could tell?

In musty clothes of yellow and grey,

Does he fit God’s image in any way?

I saw murderers, thieves, betrayers,

Criminals liars and traitors,

Can they carry the sign of the creator?

How can they reflect the earth’s maker?

I saw the prostitutes and the wretches of the world,

In the darkness, sin lies coiled and curled,

In the shadows or glaring neon light,

Is your image not found in our sinful world’s plight?

Then I saw Christ in all his glory and might,

His splendour illuminating the darkest night,

‘‘This is God’s image’’, a voice spoke unto me,

‘‘He died for you, so all might see’’.

Jesus opened the door and beckons us in,

Our signs that were once shrouded by sin,

Are revealed and given new life,

By our saviour, Christ’s sacrifice.

And the voice said: ‘‘ Now you understand!

God’s image lies in every man,

Christ died on the cross for you,

Making your image of God new!’’

Taken from ”Imago Dei - Der Mensch – Ebenbild Gottes” 1995

Thorsten Riewesell

Translated from German by Fiona Devoy and Johanna Hippe

7. Prayer

Make a prayer-sheet out of colourful sheets and candles. Your creativity may be inspired by some pre-formulated prayers hanging on the wall. The visitors should feel free to pin their prayers there, too, or put them in a box. Slogan: God speaks through the Bible – you are able to respond.

Thank you for creating me as a unique, loved being.

There are two places where your sin can be. Either on the crucified or on you.

Peace is worth more than wealth.

The greatest love is shown when someone lays down their life for their friends. (John 15;13)

Our human heart is restless until it rests in you, oh Lord. (Augustine) 

It is impossible to imagine what God would do with the snatches of our life if we let him have them completely.  

“Lord Jesus, I want to share my life with you and start afresh right now.

I know, that I have made many mistakes in my life and I have become so fed up with myself.  Please forgive me. I know you have died on the cross for me. I thank you for doing this for me and accept your gift of forgiveness. 

Please, renew my life and help my from now on to live so that it makes sense and pleases you. I thank you that you give me strength for each day.

Amen”

Who has God has everything. Who doesn’t have God but has everything else has actually nothing.

Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be Your name.

Your kingdom come, You will be done

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins

As we forgive those who have sinned against us.

Lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from all evil.

For ever and ever.

Amen

8. Black Box

The visitors can write down their questions to the bible and faith on cards and put them in a black box. Slogan: Questions moving the world.

What was in the very beginning of the world?

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1;1)

“In the beginning the word already existed. He was with God and he was God.” (Gospel of John 1;1)

The Bible states that God was in the beginning of everything.

Allah, Jesus, Buddha, Ying & Yang…they are just different names for one and the same God.

Each thinking person must disagree to that statement. Uniformity exists probably in mashed potatoes but not in religions.


Just look on how the single religions describe the way on which one can find God. There is the big difference. Whilst the Far East religions teach that meditation and reflection on “Me” smooth the way to “God”, other creeds proceed from the observance of commandments and rules as the only possibility to get to God.

But in all cases the initiative comes from man, he has to try to find and follow the path leading to God.


In Christianity it’s the other way around: God sets out and searches for me as human. In Jesus he comes into this world. So the initiative comes clearly from God. He himself throws the bridge to man (Gospel of John 3;16/ Romans 3;28) 

God doesn’t listen to me!

“At last I’ve prayed but God doesn’t listen!”

I think this statement is overbearing. Behind it there is this picture of God as a fireman. It is good that the fireworks exist but you don’t want to need them. And when you do they normally come too late.

Who really seeks for God and wants to get into contact with him, who wants to built a relationship, he will encounter God, God lets himself be found.

Jesus and the blood on the cross is way too cruel for me 

That’s true, it is cruel. But right there the radicalism of this death between God and us men becomes clear. It’s by us that the relation to God has been declared as dead. 

And Jesus dies this relation-death on the cross (Gospel of Mark 15;34). 

In those days criminals who had deserved death penalty died on the cross. In a world where in a number of countries death penalty exists and where even here (in Europe) from time to time this discussion occurs, it’s obviously our thinking which demands the death as punishment for certain crimes. 

This is cruel thinking. But right in this thinking God engages in. He comes down to our standard. So that we may see his love to us.    

How can God allow suffering on earth?

God doesn’t treat us like puppets. He leaves much freedom for us. Even the freedom to misuse our capabilities. 

Humans suffer from this misuse. Who sees the grueling pictures of this suffering, has to bear in mind that hunger, war, floods, tornados… are made by or own hands. We know about connections between nature and catastrophes. We know about connections between political rulers and oppression of nations. 

It is not fair to put the blame for that on God.

But how should God react? 

There is a situation where the disciples demand of Jesus to make fire raining upon a village whose inhabitants are reluctant to God. But Jesus says NO (Gospel of Luke 9;54). 

God lets us having our way.

I stand often before the question, how God positions to personal suffering like disease or the death of friends. I don’t know an answer on that. This is a question, which I want to ask Jesus personally at some stage.

The church itself  has a criminal past 

At some point the conversation comes to inquisition, crusades, witches’ burnings and weapon blessings. Here one can just emphasize that the church and other Christian organizations are not heaven on earth. That has never been promised by Jesus. 

Therefore mistake and faults are possible. Christians have loaded much guilt upon themselves. 

Fortunately this is no longer pushed away but admitted. In 40 years Christians will reveal our guilt that we take now unconsciously upon us because we cannot recognize certain things. Christians and the Christian community are dependent on God’s mercy. This may not change.   

Nothing is allowed at the Christians!

All that is fun is sin. Sex, alcohol, feeding, cheating…nothing is allowed at the Christians. 

True is: Christians don’t need to join in everything. That is because we have a vivid relationship to Jesus. And this relationship is being designed. I like to compare the relationship between a human and God to a relationship of a couple, being really in love with one another. They do automatically what the other likes and what helps them. They live and act in mutual responsibility. 

So it should be with Christians. I try to design my life out of the relationship to God. Sex, alcohol and cheating are not in the center any more.

I don’t need to measure the quality of my life in the quantity of parties and alcohol. The quality of my life is secure in God. 

Therefore Christians can have fun, can be wags and enjoy their lives.

Who made God? There needs to be something that was before him, or?

Question: What has God actually done before he created the world?

Answer of M. Luther: carving rods for people who ask stupid questions.

“…and you claim to be a Christian?”

Attention! Who says so to you? Someone who has a narrow mind of what a Christian should do and shouldn’t do? Show him that Christians are no antiquated Bible bookworms.

But listen carefully if a genuine Christian says that to you. It can be meant as an advice to build you up and to encourage you to live as a Christian.

Why do humans actually exist?

And God said, ”Let us make men in our image, to be like ourselves. They will be masters of all life – the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all livestock, wild animals and small animals.” (Genesis 1;26)

9. The ten great liberties

The commandments are rules making it possible for us to live in freedom. Ernst Lange formulated the ten commandments as “The ten great liberties”. Which “liberty” is the most important for YOU? Build a tower, a pyramid of liberties, showing the most important at the top.

You don’t have to be afraid! I, the almighty God, will help you.

(1st Commandment: I am the LORD your God)

You don’t have to believe just anything. I, the almighty God, will be your teacher.

(2nd Commandment: You shall not make for yourself an idol)
You don’t need to force me to help you. I, the almighty God, am your friend out of my free will.
(3rd Commandment: You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God)

You don’t have to be in a rush until you drop dead. I, the almighty God, will be your master.
(4th commandment: Observe the Sabbath day)

You don’t have to live in constant rebellion. I, the almighty God, will be your father in heaven.
(5th Commandment: Honour your father and your mother)

You don’t have to treat others as competitors. I, the almighty God, will be your protector.

(6th  commandment: You shall not murder)

You don’t have to fool around. I, the almighty God, will be the donor of your happiness.

 (7th  commandment: You shall not commit adultery)

You don’t have to enrich yourself dishonestly. I, the almighty God, will be your provider.
(8th  commandment: You shall not steal)

You don’t have to mislead about the truth. I, the almighty God, trust you.
(9th commandment: You shall not give false testimony)

You don’t have to envy others. I, the almighty God, am the giver of good gifts for you.
(10th commandment: You shall not set your desire on anything that belongs to your neighbour) 

(see Exodus 20 Deuteronomy 5)

10. Opinions 

The statements to the Bible are on the wall. Each visitor can put a green “agreement-spot” or green “disagreement-spot” next to the statements.

The bible

 ...came out of the blue

 ...was dictated to Moses by God

 ...is a book of fairy-tales

 ...was written by the pope

 ...was merely written by men

 ...has nothing to do with natural science

 ...should be taken with caution

 ...grows with its readers (Pope Gregor)

 ...is a continuing story of God’s love to you

 ...is only boring until you read it yourself

 ...was written by Luther, wasn’t it?

11. Paint

Paint a picture of your relationship to god. What are you going to express? Something near or far, green grass or dump, holding hands or wild sea, black or white,… 

Slogan: „God wants to be your friend!“

12. The two tables – Cross and resurrection

Two tables are standing in front of each other. An empty one, only covered with a white sheet and a candle on it. On the other one there is used, partially broken dishes, dirt on the sheet, food-rests and a candle, not burning any more… 

The tables are linked with a cross. The visitors are asked to label the broken glass und to load their “trash” on the table.

Slogan: Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new. 2. Cor. 5, 17

13. The red rope

Did you see the red rope? The main way can be seen by the red rope, leading through the exhibition. The whole Bible shows, that God wants the contact to the people. The rope begins and ends with a letter saying: “The Bible, a love letter to the people –  God is searching for you!”

14. Finale / Frog story

Ten Minutes from the end of the hour you are going to invite the visitors to the concluding talk-group. You will ask them which station was the best/worst one? Why? 

You can tell the story about incarnation, Jesus and God  (Frog-story)

JUST IMAGINE

My office is on the ground floor of my home. 

Outside, in view of my window, there is a lawn. 

On one side of the lawn is my office window and on the other side  is a fence.

A few months ago I decided to build a pond in the middle of the lawn. 

One day my children arrived home excitedly with a bucket full of frog spawn which they emptied into my pond. 

Well, I thought no more of the frog spawn until one day I noticed that there were hundreds of tadpoles swimming around in the pond. 

A short while later little legs began to grow. 

And I began to imagine what might be happening in my pond.

Perhaps my frogs would create their own world in my pond. 

The first thing they might do would be to create their own homes and then form a city. Perhaps they would end up choosing a leader, or a king.

I noticed that there are many different kinds of frogs: some are fat and slimy, some are thin and wiry. Some croak the whole day alone, while others seem to sing as part of a choir. 

Looking closer I see that a few of them are sitting on the border of their world and I wonder are they talking about another world beyond their pond. 

I’m sure the majority of the frogs will call them crazy, just like in the world of humans.

The more I have observed them the more fascinated I have become with them.

And I would love to talk to them, to show them the green grass and marshes and to tell them about the “other world”. 

But how? Will I just start a conversation with them?  Will I say: “Hey frogs!” But of course they wouldn’t understand me. 

Should I climb into the pond?  But of course they would only be able to see my shoe and become frightened. 

Should I put them in a bucket and let them free in the green grass? But of course that would just destroy their world.

So how can I contact them?

Wait a minute, I’ve got an idea. There is one way! 

Of course I have to enter their world as a frog! 

Then I can face them and they will not be afraid. Then I can talk to them in their own language. I can talk with them about the green grass, marshes, possibilities and human beings.  

However, will they know what I am talking about? Well, I have to risk it. There is no other way of making contact with them. 

I’m sure you’re thinking to yourself: “You can’t do that. You can’t become a frog” 

And why not? Because I am not God. 

Only he can become a human being. That’s what we call incarnation. God became a human being when Jesus was born into this world as a baby and grew up. 

There is no other way we could understand him

I hope that the story of the frogs will help you understand something of the great mystery of God becoming just like one of us so that He could communicate with us and show us his love. 

original from: Herman Brünjes, Aussat-Verlag, D-Neukirchen, 1997, book “glaube” page 93

15. Checklist material for 

the Bible parcours

	Station
	Material
	Organized?

	
	PowerPoint Presentation (Disc + Music)
	

	
	Speakers, Laptop
	

	
	Projector, Screen
	

	
	Red rope (how to fix it?)
	

	
	2 envelopes (“God is searching for you”, ”the Bible-God’s love-letter to man”)
	

	
	sayings
	

	
	Partitions (at least 2), which walls that are available? 
	

	
	Headlines
	

	
	Blu Tack, Velcro stickers, 

Sticky tape, glue, glue stick, scissors
	

	
	66 video-boxes (check quality (of content) & quantity), quiz 
	

	
	Tables (at least 15 school tables)
	

	
	Chairs
	

	
	Story, story-book
	

	
	Cushions…
	

	
	Time line + pictures & quotes
	

	
	Clothe pegs
	

	
	Mirror (poem)
	

	
	Pens, small sheets of paper
	

	
	Prayer box, examples, candles
	

	
	Black box, examples
	

	
	10 wooden blocks (liberties)
	

	
	“My opinion” statements, red and green paper spots
	

	
	Coloured + white paper, paints, paint-brushes, crayons, wooden pens
	

	
	Wooden cross, lit and unlit candle, lighter or matchsticks
	

	
	Evaluation forms, pens
	

	
	Board for statements?
	

	
	Follow up material (Bible study guide)
	

	
	Bible!
	


Ask your members for material for the 66 books:

At the moment some of us work on the preparation of an exhibition. It is called “the Bible Parcours” and tries to introduce young people to the Bible in an interactive and creative way. This exhibition will finally be used for school classes as well as YMCA groups (e.g. STEP groups) and church groups.

To make this project as interesting as possible we need many small objects, used for example as symbols and to clarify topics of the Bible that often seem to be very theoretical, antiquated and useless (but are actually helpful!).

We just want to ask you if you have maybe one of the following objects at home, and if you don’t need it any more. You could help us a lot if you give it us and we can use it for our work. Most of the objects should be very small, for they need to fit into a video box (2(4.5(8 inch). 

If you can give one of these, write your name behind this object; please bring it with you as soon as possible and pass it on to me. 

Material for the exhibition of the 66 books

	Object
	Name

	Toy trumpet
	

	Scales
	

	Suitcase or handbag
	

	Crown
	

	Mirror
	

	Lion
	

	Wale
	

	Trowel or other building equipment
	

	Bread (artificial!)
	

	Cup
	

	Kids playing brick
	

	Small puzzle
	

	Ball
	

	House
	

	Lamb or sheep
	

	Cow
	

	Small globe
	

	Irish constitution
	

	Rose
	

	Diary (empty)
	

	Ointment
	

	Lighter (empty would be good…)
	

	Mirror
	

	Rouge
	

	Friendship ribbon
	

	Clock
	

	Old sandal (kid’s seize)
	

	Sand
	

	Tablets/medicine
	

	Thick rope
	

	Lyrics of well known song about visions becoming reality
	

	Judges hammer
	

	Piece of chain with big links
	

	Wheat seeds
	

	Poem/song about following someone
	

	Straw/hey
	

	Picture/sculpture of praying hands
	

	Red corrected school test
	

	Poem/song about justice
	


The following things can be bigger:

	Mirror (at least10*10 inch)
	

	Big candles
	

	White tablecloth (at least30*30 inch)
	

	Big fabrics (e.g. old curtains)
	

	Cushions 
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