7. Biblical statement: (13´)     Luke 5, 1-11 “Call of disciples”

Bibeltext (read) 

· refer to the theatre scenes: people were convinced to do s.th. 

1. boss and employee: boss couldn´t convince him because he acted to bad while there were working together. It was not pleasant and motivating to work together with such a boss…

2. Person A is very encouraging and so the former show-off Person B dares to spring into the water. 
3. Jesus is convincing! 

What would have to happen/ What should happen that you agree and you leave your home with all your family, friends, job…? 
Can you imagine that s.th. would happen and you will immediately leave your home with all your family, friends, job…? What must happen? Do you have any idea? 

Why do Simon and Andrea follow Jesus? 
When they lived, they knew how life was running. It was very important to live a good life that should be good in God´s eyes. It was important to keep the Ten Commandments that Mose had brought to the Israelites. They weren´t allowed to work on the day of Sabbath, they mustn´t lie, they must honour father and mother… and the only God of heaven and earth who had delivered the Israelites from the slavery in Egypt. 

They were fishermen and not men who belonged to the Rabbis – the educated Jewish teachers who thaught the Holy Scriptures, the Thora. Most people thought: I have to be like these Rabbis! Otherwise it will not be possible for me to come to God and to live with him! Otherwise the great God will not be interested in me! 

So I have to try to become a Rabbi or as good as they are. I have to live like they do! 

In former times, when Jesus was on the way on this earth, the young boys – up to 6 years, went to the Thora school and learnt a lot about the Holy Scriptures/ the Old Testament. 
Every boy wanted to become an educated Pharisee, better: the leader of the Pharisees. All the children wanted to be the best of the best. Every boy hoped that one day their teacher would say the him: “My son, you have managed it! You are the best of the best! I think you are capable of becoming a great Rabbi! You can do it!” 

But only very few pupils could be so successful and realized their biggest dream! The rest had to learn another job. You can imagine how disappointed they must have been… 
So what about Simon and Andreas – the 2 fishermen? 
They were working very hard every day, they had their families, their friends, they were not very wealthy, not very considered in the society, but they managed their daily life and – I assume – they were contented/ satisfied, their life was o.k. as it ran. But I also assume that the 2 men wondered about their life as well, they thought about God and how they could live a good life with him…

( And than, this one day, Jesus came to them and adviced them such a crazy thing. They should let down their nets a second time – during the daylight! What a stupid thing! But they trusted in JC and finally they caught such a large number of fish that the nets began to break. 

· “I´m a sinful man.” He fell down on front of Jesus. 

· “Don´t be afraid – from now on you will catch men.” 

Jesus wanted them to follow him – Simon and his companions. And they followed him. They left their homes and started a challenging journey with this Jesus. 
( But why did they do this??? 

- They understand it as a chance to go with this man who was sent by God, by the great creator of heaven and earth. They recognize that this man Jesus has a great challenge for them. They wanted to experience the life with this Jesus who makes them clear how they can live as a follower. They suspected it to be a very high quality of life. The fishermen got to know Jesus as someone who thinks that they are capable of following him! They were capable of being his disciples! This is important! Jesus shows him that he sees them as valuable persons with lots of abilities. He didn´t wait until they came to him – he started to search them. He started the way to find them and to talk to them. He wanted them to be in his team. 
( high regard of persons, to point out the abilities, talents and gifts of persons and to use them right, support and encourage persons, work together for goals … so that YMCA is alive. 

Other people will join us – not because of ours logo, not only because of our advertising by flyers, newsletters, emails, homepages…

· People join our YMCA when we tell them that we think they are capable of good things, when we esteem them as the persons they are (wertschätzen), when they could contribute to the YMCA-work with their abilities, gifts and simply their presence. 

 We as YMCA members can be/ should the best advertising for our YMCA work. 

Jesus himself advertises for living with him. He can also advertise for our YMCAs. 
( In Jesus´ eyes we are created as valuable human beings. God doesn´t convice us of him by acting with advertising logos/clips/ jingles, but he convinces us of the way he treats us. 

He invites us to start a life with him. Jesus comes to the fishermen and motivates them do follow him. And they get motivated because in that moment – they realize that it is the best way of life living with this Jesus. They can join the team of disciples – without being the best of the best. They are as they are and they follow Jesus as happy valuable men. 
( chocolate gold coin 

Jesus also regards everyone of us as valuable people. 

Materially value of one person: 3,46 € (all the water, the gold in your dents, the chemical substances…) 

Jesus regards us as endless valuable. So enjoy your chocolate gold coin. 

Amen 
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