
Matthew

The birth of Jesus of Nazareth commenced the long-awaited new kingdom on earth – the Kingdom of Heaven. Matthew recorded the teachings and actions of Jesus, the Messiah, the miracles that Jesus did as well as his death on the cross and subsequent resurrection. He wrote primarily for Jews so it was very important for him to give evidence that Jesus was the promised Messiah by referring to the Old Testament scriptures.40  

(( scroll)


Mark

Unlike Matthew, Mark wrote primarily for Non-Israelites, he included everyone to be loved by God. He described in the “Good News” that Jesus was someone who absolutely obeyed God as well as someone who served men, from washing other people’s feet to performing miracles. After Jesus’ resurrection Mark stressed that the Gospel is for each and everyone, and that it is our responsibility to preach it in all the world.41  (( world map)


Luke

Luke composed his Gospel from several eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life, so he gives a very wide view of Jesus’ servant hood and preaching. Neither Luke nor Theophilus, for whom he wrote the Gospel, were Jews, so Jewish customs were described so that everyone could understand the cultural and religious background. Luke’s description of Jesus’ birth is the best known.  42 (( Christmas card)


John

John writes from a different perspective, his goal is “that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life”(20; 31). So John was less concerned with an account of Jesus’ life rather what it said about him. Therefore he didn’t mention Jesus’ birth but began his book with an overview of the creation of the world. He especially mentioned Jesus speaking at the last supper, and focusing on Jesus as the heavenly king everyone can trust in.43  (( bread and cup)


Acts

After Jesus’ Ascension the disciples didn’t return to their old lifestyle and after just 10 days they received the Holy Spirit. Who gave them the strength to travel the world spreading the Good News. This was the birth of the church. 

The book of Acts describes the life of the first church in Jerusalem and highlights the missions of Peter and Paul, who brought the Gospel to Europe.44 (( old shoes)
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