Morning devotion (1)
Jesus Christ says: “I am the light of the World.  
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” (John 8,12)

The Lighting of candles
Leader:
I will light a light
in the name of God who lit the world
and breathed the breath of life into me.


I will light a light
in the name of the Son who saved the world
and stretched out his hand to me:


I will light a light
in the name of the Spirit who surrounds the world
and blesses my soul with yearning.

All:
We light three lights for the trinity of love:


God above us, God beside us, God beneath us,
the beginning, the end, the everlasting one.

Song


Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
Light of the world
Bible Reading Texts:
Sunday:
Luke 5, 1-10
Monday
1. Corinthians 12, 12-26
Tuesday:
Matthew 9, 1-7
Wednesday:
Psalm 121
Thursday:
Micah 6, 6-15
Friday:
Matthew 10, 40-42
Saturday:
Luke 6, 27-36
Exercise – Bible Reading
The text of the day now will be read loudly once.
Are there any questions for understanding? Persons? Time? Context?

Now everyone read again the text by his/her own, silently.
Everyone choose just one verse, a part of a sentence, a single word, that keeps your eyes caught, that touches your heart.
Repeat this verse, these words inside. Think about them.
What does it mean to me? What is it saying to me?

Then everyone is welcomed to share his/her verse, part of sentence, word with the others. Just say the words. Or if you want to do, you can also tell what thoughts you have had. There will be no comments on it by the others. 

Now there is some time for prayers.
You can just pray silently. If you want to pray loudly – you are kindly welcome to do so. It even can be a short prayer. Feel free.

Leader: Lord our creator,
We thank you for the rest in the night
We thank you for the creation of a new day

We thank you for a day full of possibilities
Help us to be servants for you and each other.
Amen.
Song

Jesus in my house

I could sing of your love forever
Blessing

All:
The Lord bless and keep us.
The Lord make his face shine upon us.
The Lord lift up his countenance upon us
and give us peace.

Amen.
Morning devotion (2)
Morning blessing

God open our hearts
for His very old but daily new message
He open our ears
for His word, wherever it is searching for us

He open our eyes
for the beauty of His creation and the song of all creatures

He open our hands
to hold those who want to take them

He open our lips
for a good word and for singing new songs to Him

God strengthen our feet
to walk our path this day and all days He is giving us
at His side with His blessing.

Exercise (optional)
In the past and still God is speaking with His people, His disciples, with us.
He speaks in different ways, through His good news, through people, in special or daily life situations. And sometimes He is also speaking through dreams.
So why not take a few minutes now, at this morning, still being a bit sleepy – and search for some dreams of the past night.
Feel free to share with us your dream. We will not comment on it. We will just listen and try to hear if maybe God wants to speak to us.
We just leave it here in the room, silently.
Opening Prayer

Lord our creator
we thank you for the rest of the night, for the dreams we had,
we thank you for the creation of a new day
we thank you for a day full of possibilities.
We want to start this new day listening to You.
Amen.
Song

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Create in my a clean heart
Psalm 139

God’s complete knowledge and care

God, you have examined me and you know me. You know everything I do; from far away you understand all my thoughts. You see me, whether I am working or resting; you know all my actions. Even before I speak, you already know what I will say. You are all round me on every side; you protect me with your power. Your knowledge of me is too deep; it is beyond my understanding.

Where could I go to escape from you? Where could I get away from your presence?

If I went up to heaven, you would be there; if I lay down in the world of the dead, you would be there. If I flew away beyond the east of lived in the farthest place in the west, you would ask the darkness to hide me or the light round me to turn into night, but even darkness is not dark for you, and the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are the same to you.

Examine me, O God, and know my mind; test me and discover my thoughts. Find out if there is any evil in me and guide me in the everlasting way.
Song


There is none like you
How great is our God
Closing Prayer

All:
Gracious and holy father,
give us wisdom to notice you,
the understanding to recognize you,
the eagerness to search for you,
the passion to wait for you,
the eyes to see you,
a heart to look at you and a life to declare you through the power of Christ’s spirit, our Lord. Amen.
