
Being positive
Actors required Costumes Props
Person A from a poor country The actors wear None
Person B from a rich country their normal clothes

The two actors speak independently of each other. Although their speech
sometimes mirrors what the other is saying, they are not aware of each other.

A I was devastated.

B I was devastated.

A Felt numb.

B Felt numb.

A You never think it’s going to happen to you, do you?

B You never think it’s going to happen to you, do you?

A Positive.

B Positive.

A Sounds optimistic.

B Sounds healthy.

A I thought I just had a mild infection. I had even saved up for some antibiotics to
clear it up.

B I was doing something good – trying to give blood. And then the letter came
through asking me to go and see my doctor. They had screened my blood and
found the virus.

A I knew that some people in the village were HIV-positive. But I’ve only ever slept
with my husband. And I thought as long as I kept healthy…

B I’ve never met anyone with HIV before. At least, I didn’t think I had but I
suppose I must have done. There are a few people it could have been...

A I feel like it’s happening to someone else.

B I feel like it’s happening to someone else.
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A I’m so frightened that I may have infected my children. Maybe they will have
caught it from me. They’re too young to have to go through this. And who will
look after them when I am gone? I can’t bear to think about it. 

B What if I never get married now? Who will want to take the risk of being with
me? And I always wanted to have children. Will I still be able to? It’s so unfair.

A I don’t know how I will tell people in my village. But if I don’t tell them they’ll
guess when I start to get ill. They will set me apart. I’ll lose my friends. They will
think I’m unclean. They’ll be scared I’ll infect them. What if people won’t talk to
my children? What if no other children will play with them? Will they still be
able to go to school? I’ve seen it all before. [Quietly] I can’t believe this is
happening to me. 

B How will I tell Mum and Dad? What will they think of me? I’ve never even talked
to them about sex before. Will they even know anything about HIV or AIDS? If I
didn’t know enough, why would they? I’ll probably just tell one or two really
close friends that I’ve got HIV. There’s no reason for anyone else to know. Until
I’m in a relationship… [Quietly] I can’t believe this is happening to me. 

A I know there is some medication that would give me some more years. Even
though it wouldn’t cure me, at least I’d be around for my children for a while
longer. They wouldn’t have to lose both parents while they are still so young.
But I’ll never be able to afford it – the tablets cost more per month than I earn.
And anyway, the tablets are only available in clinics in the towns. You can’t get
them all the way out here. So, hardly a consolation. I’ll just have to live with the
fact that this is a terminal virus and I will have to live and die, with the pain...

B At least there’s medicine now. I know it can’t cure you but, apparently, if you
take it right, there’s no reason why you can’t live healthily for years. I have to
face the fact I could die sooner than I should, but I guess it’s some consolation
to know that I can live a relatively normal life for some years yet. 

A I don’t know when I caught it. I’m not even sure how you catch it. I can’t find
anything out about it and there’s no one to talk to. I just can’t believe this is
happening. 

B The information was always there – on the TV, on the internet, flyers at college,
at the doctor’s surgery. I just never got round to reading any of it. It didn’t seem
important or relevant. I guess I’ll join one of those support groups that the
doctor told me about. I just can’t believe this is happening. 

A Life was just getting better.The children are going to school and, most days,
we’ve got enough food to eat. I thought life was going to be OK. 

B I’m in the prime of my life. I’ve got hopes and dreams. I thought life was going
to be good.

A Positive.

B Positive.
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