Millennium Developmental Goal 7

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Environmental sustainability linked to poverty???

· Poorest people rely most on their immediate environment

· Are disproportionately affected by climate change

(Sea Level Rise, catastrophes, desert extension, waste/pollution)

· Suffer most from environmental problems and biodiversity loss

· Health is connected to environmental problems (Global warming increases malaria infections; diseases caused by lack of clean water, waste, bad sanitary conditions)

Main environmental issues:

· Global warming

· Sea Level rise

· CO2 emission/enlargement of ozone hole

· Pollution (water pollution, smog, litter/waste)

· Nuclear issues (e.g. radioactive waste)

· Running off of recourses

· Environmental catastrophes

· Deforestation

· Extension of deserts 

· Lack of drinking water

· Loss of biodiversity

Targets of Goal 7:

1. Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of environmental resources

Are we on a good way, or does nobody really care?

· Countries show interest and concern about environmental problems
· BUT: a decisive response/strengthening international actions to climate change is URGENTLY needed

· What is done, is NOT enough, it must be much more RADICAL to save our planet
2. Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, a significant reduction in the rate of loss

Is that achieved by now?

· NO

· Threatened species are not adequately protected and number of species dying off is still growing
3. Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation

Is it still possible to be achieved by 2015?

· The world is on track to meet the drinking water target, though much remains to be done in some regions
· Improvements in sanitation are mostly leaving out the poor
(With half the population of developing regions without sanitation, the 2015 target appears to be out of reach)
4. By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers

· Target is a weak effort (100 million is just 10% of slum dwellers), although slums have been improved 

· Number of poor people in big cities and in countries affected by conflict is still increasing

Challenge 21

Defending God’s creation against all that would destroy it and preserving and protecting the earth’s resources for coming generations. To face these challenges, the YMCA will develop patterns of co-operation at all levels that enable self-sustenance and self-determination.
What does GOD say about Environmental Sustainability?

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth and over all the creatures that move along the ground." Genesis 1:26

What does that mean?

· God created the world (Genesis 1 and 2), and he “looked at everything he had made, and it was very good” Genesis 1:31

· God gives human beings authority to care for his creation, which also gives us the RESPONSIBILITY for it

In detail: 

· As Christians we are called to:

· Look after the planet 

· Protect it and not destroy it

· Not waste resources 

· Keep it the way God created it for people around the world and future generations

→ because we DEPEND on the world – the intactness of               creation

Do we have any influence or is it the governments business?

YES, we have influence!!!

Without the belief to be able to change the world, we can indeed not change it, not even a small little bit!

Simple start:

· Raise awareness of the current (very frightening) state of the earth

· Live personally a responsible life (e.g. don’t waste resources, try to avoid traveling by plane, or in your car on your own)

→ that makes you a role model and people around you will notice it

· Take part in protests and demonstrations and help organizations (e.g. against a coal-fired or nuclear power station in your region)

· Donate and fundraise for projects in the developing world

Bigger step:

· Become a development aid worker and help in particular places

