Resources for YMCAs on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
What are the MDGs?

Global goals to tackle poverty that were agreed by world leaders in 2000, to be achieved by 2015, in just 5 years time! 

These goals are: 

GOAL 1: ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY AND HUNGER

TARGET 1.A Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people whose income is less than $1.25 a day

TARGET 1.B Achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all, including women and young people

TARGET 1.C Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger

GOAL 2: ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION

TARGET 2.A Ensure that by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling

GOAL 3: PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER WOMEN

TARGET 3.A Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005, and at all levels of education, no later than 2015

GOAL 4: REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY
TARGET 4.A Reduce by two thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-five mortality rate

GOAL 5: IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH

TARGET 5.A Reduce by three quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio

TARGET 5.B Achieve by 2015 universal access to reproductive health

GOAL 6: COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA AND OTHER DISEASES

TARGET 6.A Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS

TARGET 6.B Achieve by 2010 universal access to treatment for HIV/AIDS for all those who need it

TARGET 6.C Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases

GOAL 7: ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

TARGET 7.A Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of environmental resources

TARGET 7.B Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving by 2010 a significant reduction in the rate of loss

TARGET 7.C Halve by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation

TARGET 7.D Have achieved a significant improvement by 2020 in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers

GOAL 8: DEVELOP A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT

TARGET 8.A Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, non-discriminatory trading and financial system (including a commitment to good governance, development, and poverty reduction, nationally and internationally)

TARGET 8.B Address the special needs of the least developed countries (including tariff- and quota-free access for exports of the least developed countries; enhanced debt relief for heavily indebted poor countries and cancellation of official bilateral debt; and more generous official development assistance for countries committed to reducing poverty)

TARGET 8.C Address the special needs of landlocked countries and small-island developing states (through the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States and the outcome of the 22nd special session of the General Assembly)

TARGET 8.D Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing countries through national and international measures to make debt sustainable in the long term

TARGET 8.E In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable, essential drugs in developing countries

TARGET 8.F In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits of new technologies, especially information and communications
You can find out more here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vddX4n30sXY 
There has been some progress towards meeting the MDGs since they were agreed in 2000 including: 

· 33m more children are now in primary school

· The proportion of people living on less than $1.25 a day has fallen (but is still high at 1.4bn) 

· Some diseases such as measles have been tackled through successful vaccination programmes

· There are now around 4m people receiving anti-retroviral treatment for HIV
Some of the global challenges that remain: 

· 2.6bn people don’t have access to decent sanitation (e.g. a private toilet)

· 1bn people will go to bed hungry tonight

· 30% of children do not go to primary school
· There are 10m more people who need access to anti-retroviral treatment for HIV

What are world leaders doing?
There is an important meeting this September (2010) in New York when world leaders will discuss how to make progress in order to meet the MDGs by 2015. 

· World leaders need to agree on a clear action-plan

· World leaders must continue to invest in international development and have promised to commit 0.7% of Gross National Income to fighting poverty. Hardly any of them are doing this! 

What can YMCAs do? 

· There are several campaigns that YMCAs can join! The first is Micah Challenge which is bringing together Christians, churches and others who care about poverty to make a noise about justice. You can visit their international website or find out about your national campaign. 

Micah Challenge UK has made a film called ‘What’s Your Promise?’ and that can be seen at: www.whatsyourpromise.org.uk 

The German campaign is at: www.micha2010.de 

Micah is also having a global day of prayer and action on 10.10.10 (10th October 2010) and YMCAs can get involved in this. 

· Another campaign called ‘Stand Up Against Poverty’ will be taking place around the world from 17-19th September, just before world leaders meet in New York. There will be events in lots of different countries and you can find out about joining in with things here: 

www.standagainstpoverty.org 
· There are other ways in which to make a difference and you could run a session with other young people to come up with some ideas. These could include: volunteering abroad; fundraising for a charity; signing a petition; writing to your politicians; buying fair-trade; shopping ethically; wasting less; recycling more; travelling less by air etc……. 

About Tearfund
I work for Tearfund in the UK and we are a Christian charity that focuses on relief and international development. You can find out more here: www.tearfund.org and you can contact me on Helen.Dennis@tearfund.org 

Tearfund works a lot on water and sanitation and we have a short film on youtube that might help to bring the MDGs to life:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCM4PSayzrs
If you are on Facebook, you might want to look at ‘Superbadger’ which is a campaigning application aimed at young people. This is now available as an iphone application! 
